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                                                OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE GRAND du TEXAS, THE FORTY et EIGHT  

Winner of the Arthur McDowell Award 1991 ï 1992 ï 1993 ï 1994 ï 1995 ï 1996 for the Best Grand Voiture Publication in the Nation without Advertising 

January ï April 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Chef Speaksé 
Monsieur Voyageurs, 

I hope that this finds everyone doing well.  

This is my last letter for the TVN.  I will still send a 

letter out the first of May. 

This has been a great year for me as Grand 

Chef.  I have been a lot of places, met a lot of old 

friends and made some new ones.  But what made this 

a great year is all the work the Voyageurs in Texas 

have done for this great organization.  Without you 

there would be no Grand Chef.  You are the ones that 

make this the greatest organization there is. 

Grand du Texas is at a 102% and that is 

because of your hard work and dedication to this great 

organization.  We have 12 Locales at 100% or above.  

That just leaves 5 that have not made goal.  We still 

have a little time left to work on the 27 that have not 

renewed.     

I cannot forget the Dames who always work 

hard to help us keep Grand du Texas going.  They are 

always willing to help when needed.  Madame La 

Presidente Joan Long and the rest of the Cabane - 

Thank You for all you do in your Local and at Grand.  

Without you the job would be a lot harder. 

Again thanks to all for a great year and do not 

stop now.  Letôs continue to make Grand du Texas the 

best there is. 

As always I am available to help in any way I 

can. 

 

Yours in Service to La Societe 

 

 

Ronnie L. Wheeler     
Grand Chef de Gare         

H ï (254) 690-7389    TEXAS IS ON TARGET  
C ï (254) 291-4706          THANKS TO YOU! 
 

 

 

 

 

Central States Promenade 
Texas put on a very successful Central States 

Promenade.  Thanks to all of you who worked so hard 

this past weekend.  Thanks to V-1031 and C-1031 for 

taking care of the hospitality room, registration, raffles  

and Texas Hold Emô tournament in particular the 

Cinaôs, Wheelerôs, Murphyôs, Gibbôs and Fowlerôs.  

My special thanks also to Debbie McKee commander 

of Post 379 and The Zmroczek family for taking care 

of the BBQ dinner. The Big Chef Jerry and I cooked 

the brisket and Dan Zmroczek cooked the chicken so 

you know it was good. For all of you who volunteered 

to take people to the BBQ again many thanks. Who 

would have imagined that out of 161 registered guests 

61 of them would need a ride?  

  The banquet food was the best Iôve ever had at 

a function.   We received complement after 

complement on the whole prom especially the 

hospitality room, golf tournament, raffle items, and the 

door prizes for the womenôs luncheon again all of you 

who worked so hard have my deepest thanks and 

appreciation.  Thanks to Karen Brady for the table 

decorations and organizing the door prizes. 

We had a fantastic turn out from Texas I think 

we had 50 people registered.  Billie Shivers produced a 

beautiful program book and we appreciate everything 

that V-1123, Longview did to make sure we put on a 

good Prom.  Patty Bromley from P & W specialties 

was set up with all of her hats and shirts for people to 

purchase. We received a nice commission check from 

Patty.  Some people who have been attending these 

Central States Promôs for 20 years told me this was the 

very best.  On the other hand those of you who took 

my money on the poker table have no thanks or 

appreciation for that. YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE.  

Darrell Gibbs and Jack Winslow were in charge of the 

golf tournament and Texas/Missouri won.  Texas also 

won the membership traveling trophy and it was 

presented to Grand Chef Ronnie Wheeler. 
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GRAND du TEXAS MEMBERSHIP 
APRIL 29, 2010 

 
Voiture Locale      2009     2010         Percent 
 
1st Division      
 
939 Wichita Falls 18 15 83% 
1123 Longview 15 22 147% 
1185 Ft Worth 38 39 103% 
1601 Lake Dallas 20 14 70% 
Total  91 90 99% 

 
2nd Division                  
 
163 Houston 31 32 103% 
266 Copperas Cove 37 22 59% 
312 Beaumont 17 17 100% 
980 Willis 35 34 94% 
1031 Killeen 59 61 103% 
Total  180 166 92% 
       
3rd Division      
 
175 Austin 13 14 108% 
231 La Feria 23 27 117% 
542 San Antonio 35 41 117% 
1077 Edinburg 3 9 300% 
1134 Kingsville 13 12 92% 
Total  87 103 118% 
       
4th Division      
       
605 El Paso 19 23 121% 
1055 Kerrville 24 27 113% 
1097 Odessa 15 15 100% 
Total  58 65 112% 
 
Grand Total             416       424      102% 
Nationale Standing               55       12      98% 
       
100% shown in blue      
100% plus shown in red 
 
See the ñCorrespondantôs Cornerò on the Grande du 

Texas website www.texasboxcar.com for information 

and updates from the Grand Correspondant.   

 

  

From the Grand Correspondant 
 

REMINDER; Itôs time to start putting your 

reports together for the year end reporting. Check your 

roster for the correct address for directeurs. Anything sent 

to me will delay the report because I only handle the 

totals they send to me. Allow time for both so they can be 

sent to National. The awards are based on your reports.  

Elections are coming up; Localeôs donôt forget 

to send election report to Grand. Those interested in 

Grand office, this is the time to let your intentions known 

in the locale for support and get support from the others 

for your election. 

 

Daniel Thompson    

334 Oak Ridge     

Ingram, Texas 

Home phone: 830-367-1355 

 

Nurses Training 
 

The budget this year for nurses training 

scholarships has been expended.  Locales should not 

submit any more applications to Grand.  Locales may, 

however, apply to Nationale for the Boland Trust nurses 

training grants.  To do so, all Locale nurses training 

budgeted funds for nurses training must be expended.  A 

Locale will only receive one Boland Trust grant.  Nursing 

students may apply direct to the Boland Trust if they have 

not received any 40&8 funds during the year, July 1- June 

30.  Contact Nationale for the applications for these 

grants; a separate colored form is used for each type.   

The annual Locale Nurses Training Report forms 

are available from Nationale.  I must receive them not 

later than July 31.  Any received after that date will not 

be included in the Grand report to Nationale nor will the 

submitting Locale be eligible for Grand nurses training 

awards.  I will accept hand-carried reports during the 

Grand Promenade in Kerrville.  The Grand du Texas has 

a good record of supporting the nurses training program 

and should receive all of the credit due because of the 

work done at Locale level. 

 

John McKinney 

Directeur Nurses Training 

http://www.texasboxcar.com/
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LAST CHANCE 
 

The Forty & Eight  

Grand du Texas  

2010 Annual Programs 

Fundrai ser  

Drawing at Grand Prom  

June 19, 2010  

(need not be present to win)  

 

1
st

 Prize       32 ó Flat Screen HDTV  

2
nd

 Prize       Color Printer & Scanner  

3
rd

 Prize       Microwave Oven  

 

$2.00 per ticket or 3 for $5.00  

2010 Annual Programs Fundraiser  

 

Please send  me ____ tickets  

Make checks payable to ñgrand du texas ò 

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Organization:_____________________________ 

Phone:____________________________________ 

 

For Tickets by Mail Send Your Donation  

NLT June 10, 2010 To:  

 

Georg e Bannon  

15 Wedgewood Forest Drive  

The Woodlands, Texas 77381  

 

 

 

 

LAST CHANCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central States Promenade 
(Continued) 

Jim Shannon is keeping track of all of the 

finances and will have an update on that at Grand.  All 

of you need to pat your selves on the back for a job 

well done.  I am so proud of Texas. Thanks again for 

making me look good. 

 

Lanny Givens 

President Central States Prom 2010 

 
Lanny & Miriam Givens  - Central States Promenade 

(Photo by Dan Zmroczek) 

 

 
Membership Travelling Trophy pr esented to  

Grand Chef Ron Wheeler by Lanny Givens 

Central States Promenade (Photo by Sandy Kousman) 
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Central States Promenade 

(Photos by Dan Zmroczek and Sandy Kousman) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


