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The Grand Chef Speaksé 
Monsieur Voyageurs, 

Hope this finds everyone in good health and 

that you and yours had a great Thanksgiving. 

I am sorry that I did not make it to V-542 

Pancake Breakfast for the Scholarship Awards on 5 

December.  But it was great that the Chef de Chemin 

de Fer Jerry Brady was on hand to make the 

presentations.   

I did have the pleasure of attending V-266 

Promenade and seeing some old friends.  The new 

Chef de Gare Scott Smith did a great job.  Kathy and 

I had breakfast with them on 5 December and 

Voyageur Doug makes a great omelet. They still 

serve the best breakfasts in town and at a good price. 

Thanks V-266 for a great time. 

I attended a wreath laying ceremony in 

Harker Heights.  V-1031 Chef de Gare George 

Murphy and Sandy Kousman assisted in laying the 

wreath. The turnout was great and the guest speaker 

was BG Peter Atkinson, III Corps Deputy 

Commanding General ï Canada.  I had an 

opportunity to talk with him after the ceremony and 

it was a great experience.  The Mayor, his staff & 

the Veterans Coalition did an outstanding job. 

On 11 November myself and other members 

of V-1031 participated in the Veterans Day Parade 

in Killeen.  The turnout was one of the biggest they 

have had in a few years.  It was great to see all the 

children waving.  I would like to thank Chef 

Murphy, Steve Anderson, Sandy Kousman, Wayne 

Hamilton, Ron Rusak, Annemarie Murphy for riding 

with me in the parade. 

I also attended the Christmas Party of V-

1123 and AL Post 140 in Longview.  They had a 

great turnout and the food was outstanding.  They 

had a group of four ladies called Shake Rattle & 

Roll and if you havenôt heard of them yet you will.  

Thanks to Chef de Gare Thad Nehrling, Kenneth T. 

Messer, Billy Shivers and all of V-1123 for the 

invite and all the hospitality offered Kathy and me 

during our stay.  I would also like to thank 

Rosemary Messer and her staff at the hotel for a 

great stay.  As always V-1123 did an outstanding 

job.  By the way they will be over 200% by the end 

of the year or close to it.  GREAT JOB    

We always have to talk about membership.  

As of 17 December we have 6 Locales at 100% or 

more.  What happen to the rest of the Locales?  We 

have 4 Locales just needing 1 more to get 100%.   

In my past letters I have asked that the 

Locale get some members together and call the one 

that have not renewed or go see them.  Has your 

Locale done this?  What have these 10 locales done 

that you have not?  Give them a call and see if they 

can give you some pointers. 

3rd and 4th Divisions are above 90% and 

could easily be at 100% by the end of the month. 

The Grande is at 79% and most of that 

comes from two Divisions.  If this organization is to 

grow it will take all the Grand Officers and Locales 

Officers to do their job.  It is time for action to get 

our membership up and get Texas on top. 

I want to thank all those that have worked 

hard this year for their Locale, Grand du Texas and 

this great organization. 

I hope that everyone and their families have 

a safe and healthy. 

Donôt forget we need as many as possible to 

attend Merci Box Car 12, 13 & 14 February 2010.  

If we can get a big turnout then we can work on 

getting a better price for the hotel next year.  So 

please make plans to attend. 

 If you would like for me to visit your Local 

please let me know.  If at all possible I will be there. 

 

Yours in Service, 

 

Ronnie L. Wheeler 

Grand Chef de Gare 

Grand du Texas 

6209 Lolly Loop 

Killeen, Texas  76542 

Cell:  (254) 291-4706 
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GRAND du TEXAS MEMBERSHIP 
DECEMBER 30, 2009 

 
Voiture Locale      2009     2010         Percent 
 
1st Division      
 
939 Wichita Falls 18 13 72% 
1123 Longview 15 22 147% 
1185 Ft Worth 38 28 74% 
1601 Lake Dallas 20 10 80% 
Total  91 73 80% 

 
2nd Division                  
 
163 Houston 31 23 74% 
266 Copperas Cove 37 22 59% 
312 Beaumont 17 17 100% 
980 Willis 35 22 61% 
1031 Killeen 59 35 59% 
Total  180 119 66% 
       
3rd Division      
 
175 Austin 13 12 92% 
231 La Feria 23 24 104% 
542 San Antonio 35 37 109% 
1077 Edinburg 3 2 67% 
1134 Kingsville 13 4 31% 
Total  87 80 92% 
       
4th Division      
       
605 El Paso 19 18 95% 
1055 Kerrville 24 24 100% 
1097 Odessa 15 15 100% 
Total  58 57 98% 
 
Grand Total             416       329      79% 
Nationale Standing               55       18      73% 
       
100% shown in blue      
100% plus shown in red 
 
 
      

 

 

 

From the Grand Correspondant 
 

December 7, 1941 a day America will 

never forget. Veterans of WWII still living a day 

of sadness and tears, for those remembered. A day 

with an outcome which gave us the freedom we 

enjoy today. We thank them for the sacrifice 

made.  

 For those veterans yet to see the memorial 

in Washington, youôre missing a chance of a 

lifetime. I would recommend if possible making 

the trip. 

 

************************************  

Saturday December 5
th
 V-542 presented 

eight nursing scholarships at the annual pancake 

breakfast.  I was pleased to represent the Grand du 

Texas at the presentation along with the National 

Chef Brady, Lanny Givens, and John Pepin. The 

people present were very pleased with everything 

that took place. Chef de Gare collected the 

outstanding dues to put them at 100%, one new 

PG and two others will turn in papers this month. 

JUST ASK it works, just ask Lowell Mix. 

 Congratulations on a great program! 

 

 

Daniel Thompson    

334 Oak Ridge     

Ingram, Texas 

Home phone: 830-367-1355 

 
See the ñCorrespondantôs Cornerò on the Grande 

du Texas website www.texasboxcar.com for 

information and updates from the Grand 

Correspondant.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.texasboxcar.com/
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Words of Inspiration 

From the Grand Aumonier 
 

KEEP ON SWINGING   
By Steve Goodier 

 

They say that opportunity only knocks 

once.   But temptation seems to pound on my door 

forever.  Even opening up and letting it in doesn't 

seem to make it go away.  More temptations come 

along and the beating goes on. 

Those temptations that cause me the most 

problems are those that pull me away from being 

my best self. So I can relate to the Swiss woman 

who was served dinner on a domestic American 

flight. She opened up her dessert - a 

delicious looking piece of chocolate cake - and 

immediately sprinkled a generous layer of salt and 

pepper over it. A shocked flight attendant 

exclaimed, "Oh! It's not necessary to do that!"  

"But it is," the woman replied, smiling. "It keeps 

me from eating it."  She found a way to drive 

temptation away from her doorstep, at least for a 

while. 

The most persistent temptations in my life 

are distractions that keep me from doing what is in 

my best interest.  I forgo some much-needed 

exercise because I "just don't feel like it" today. 

Have you ever felt like that? 

You may want to quit that reading group, 

that difficult class or those music lessons. It's easy 

to become distracted and get discouraged.  Or 

maybe we say we just "can't find the time" to 

spend with those closest to us, such as family. We 

may want to do these things; it's just that 

sometimes we need a nudge. 

Something baseball great Hank Aaron 

once said can help out here. "My motto was to 

keep swinging," he said. "Whether I was in a 

slump or feeling badly or having trouble off the 

field, the only thing to do was to keep swinging."  

Sometimes we just need to keep swinging. And if 

we tell ourselves that all we need to do today is to 

take one more swing; that may be enough. We can 

 

 

always take one more swing. And who knows -- 

today we might hit a home run. 

Make it a resolution this new year to grab 

the positive and "keep swinging".  You will  make 

a difference for yourself, your family and your 

Voiture Locale. 

Make all that you do, are, and desire to be 

for the good of God, your Country, and the Forty 

and Eight.  The difference at the end of the year 

will be outstanding, and you will feel greater 

about yourself than ever before. 

 
Lowell J. Mix 

Chef de Gare, VL-542 

Grande du Texas Aumonier 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

II Chronicles 7-14.... If my people, which are called by my 

name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 

and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  
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Locale 542 Awards Nurses Training 

Scholarships to eight! 
Voiture Locale 542 of San Antonio, Texas held their 
61st Annual Pearl Harbor Memorial Pancake 
Breakfast  yesterday.  (Saturday, Dec 5, 2009)  

Proceeds from the breakfast h elp fund the 
Voiture's Nurse Scholarship program. The idea for 
the annual breakfast was conceived because of the 

need for nurses after Pearl Harbor was bombed. 

According to Chef de Gare Lowell J. Mix, "No one 
more than veterans know how much nurses are 
nee ded by our warriors who put their lives on the line 
for our freedoms."  

Mix said, "This year the Voiture Locale, with 

assistance from Grande du Texas, was able to 
provide scholarship grants to eight deserving young 
ladies studying to become nurses". In add ition, Mix 
expressed his appreciation to everyone who devoted 
their time and energies to make this another 
successful event. He also extended his heartfelt 
thanks to Chef de Chemin de Fer Jerry Brady and 

Grand du Texas Correspondant Dan Thompson for 

taking  time out of their busy schedules to attend and 
participate in the presentation of the scholarship 
awards.  
From the Dec  2009 ñKeeping on Track with Tony ò 
Tony Gallagher, Nationale PR Directuer, 40 & 8  
 

 
Chef de Chemin de Fer with six of eight scholarship recipients. 

 
Nurses Training Program "Class of 2009" 

Voiture Locale 542 is proud to announce the following 
grantees of our scholarship program: 
Leia Edmondson - St. Phillips College 
Xian Zhang - San Antonio College 
Noemi Scott - UT Health Science Center 
Laryssa E. Jones - UT Health Science Center 
Patricia A. Wilson - San Antonio College 
Alexandria Robstock - San Antonio College 
Lisa Maria Vargas - San Antonio College 
Jessica L. Thornhill - St. Phillips College 

 
Chef de Chemin de Fer handing out his pin to scholarship recipients. 

 

 
VL-542 Javier Patron Receiving Directeur Nurses Training 

Award from Chef de Chemin de Fer Jerry Brady. 

 
Grande Correspondant, Madam Brady, and Aide-de-Camp 

Lanny Givens 


